Match Report 24/9/06

Stretford Amateurs Vs Ladybarn FC
It all started so well.

The forecast was bright and promising…what we got was a shower of shite!

We arrived at Shaw View early, desperate to improve on the previous two battling draws by registering the first win of the season, we left empty handed feeling distraught and no nearer that first win.

The game started with the heavens open and the usual insistence that we use our ball not there “tesco flyaway” which was blue, silver and yellow all at the same time. 

The team was-
Scully 

   Andy George      
Craig

Ben

Turley

 Kingy


Vernon

Austin

Mossy



LAW


REEVES

The first 15 minutes were about finding our feet which to the hilarity of their gobby whinger on the side, resulted in laughing at Vern for his trip. The pitch was zippy, with most of the passes hitting peoples shins and knees. The pitch was very bobbly. (Remember this when reading on)
The game ebbed and flowed and was generally mild mannered. Their goalkeeper then decided to get involved. After another failed attack, he launched the ball downfield. A bit of indecision and the ball was bouncing. No dangers though, Scully will come out and clean it up. Hesitation and then he was routed in no mans land – the forward lobbed the header into the somewhat unguarded net. 1-0.
The pitch was bobbly.

Good link up play saw Law using his pace to break free of the defender and have a run on goal from the inside left channel. As he reached the corner of the box, he appeared to look up pick his spot and decide to place it in the bottom left hand corner. Instead he managed to kick the ball so off target that the inter city Liverpool to Manchester train was in danger. (as well as the subs who went to look for it). 

“These kind of mistakes can happen on these sorts of bobbly, uneven pitches” the pitch assessor was heard saying after the game.

I can’t remember the sequence of goals in the first half but they were scored as follows. 

Mossy – after an assist from LAW (he got chopped down for the free kick) – hit the best free kick ladybarn has seen since the Law early years. 

Their second was a cute through ball to the advancing striker who poked the ball under the advancing keeper. Good goal.

Their third was down to two things. We didn’t close the mid fielder down quick enough for the initial shot and secondly, Scull could have done better with the save. It went straight to the attacker 4 yards out. In his defence – bobbly, skiddy pitch!!!!!!!

Half time came and went with Jacko rightly issuing the verbal rollicking we needed. How he wishes his knee was up to it!

With a player down, Big Ben played the old “I won’t kick it out” trick. Instead, by luck or judgement he hit a 50 yard pass which dissected the defence and again left Law one and one with the keeper. In a desperate attempt to not suffer the bobblyness of this pitch, he waited on the edge of the box until the ball almost came to a holt and struck a well executed finish into the bottom corner past the advancing keeper. Good goal.
They then went 4-2 up with a weird goal. Firstly, it looked a bit of a push on Ben I think and then he hit a fairly weak shot from the corner of the box which somehow managed to creep in past or through Scully at the near post. 

Subs came and went with good work and diving from both Chris and Big Jay. (Jason Walker again being the biggest victim of the squad rotation system).

Chris was brought down in the box, penalty. Dead ball reeves was only ever going one way. 4-3 with 13 to go. Good work down the right, again resulted in a throw. The throw came over, Reeves flicked on and Law volleyed towards the near post. It was in but somehow he managed to claw it out and wide. Was that the chance? Would we get another chance to get the point we really deserved? 

It didn’t matter

They got a free kick all of 35 yards out. A wall of 4 was assembled. The keeper was in position A. He hit it well. But really it went down the middle of the goal and Scully must have been watching the replay of SHilton in 1990 the night before as he appeared to dive below the ball and the ball went in the net a foot lower than the bar. This means it was 7 foot high. Catchable height? Maybe.

Anyway, that was that. 

Highlights – 3 goals away. Turley’s performance. Vern was back. All 3 attackers scored

Low lights – Scully worst game for the Barn, Kingy didn’t get enough ball, various subs didn’t get a game.  
